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Possible version:
Caring about Current Affairs

Many teenagers pay little attention to current affairs. Some may find them distant and irrelevant, while
others are simply buried in academic workloads, leaving no time for the outside world.

However, this indifference is truly short-sighted. If we neglect real-world events, we risk being isolated
from society. Besides, it also limits our critical thinking and reduces us to mindless test-taking machines blind to
dynamic social changes.

To reverse this trend, small changes are simpler than we think. Start with youth-related features or
education stories, which naturally spark our interest. Meanwhile, try to integrate news reading into our daily
routine. Ten minutes per day for social updates is enough to help us stay connected with the world.

Let’s step out of our textbooks and keep up with current affairs!
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Possible version:

As Nora was sitting helplessly in the greenhouse, the door was pulled open. Mia. clutching her familiar
spray bottle, stepped in hesitantly. Catching sight of her red swollen eyes, Nora felt a wave of guilt sting her
throat. Breaking the heavy silence, Nora managed a soft smile, “I've been waiting for the true expert. ” A shaky
breath escaped Mia’s lips, quietly dissolving the invisible wall between them. Without another word, they
seamlessly slipped back into their old rhythm. Nora carefully trimmed the frostbitten leaves with scissors and
checked the soil moisture, while Mia gently sprayed water over the curled petals. Over the next few days,
nourished by their joint devotion, the orchid miraculously revived, its drooping stems straightening and fresh
green shoots gradually emerging.

On presentation day , they carefully carried their orchid to the front of the class. Though it hadn’t fully
regained its perfect shape, several vibrant green shoots stood proudly under the lights. Facing the class shoulder
to shoulder, they took turns detailing their cultivation journey. Nora calmly explained their daily routines, while
Mia openly shared the freezing accident and their joint rescue efforts. “It was our shared responsibility that
brought these new shoots to life,” Mia concluded, exchanging a warm glance with Nora. While their orchid did
not rank at the top, their honest presentation earned a warm, lingering applause. LLooking at the thriving plant,
they realized cooperation/ true friendship, much like the delicate orchid, could withstand the harshest frost and
bloom beautifully when nourished with mutual understanding.

W 7R X

Text 1

M: Hello, I have a hair appointment booked for Thursday at 3:00 p. m. , but I have a meeting from 2:00 to 4:00
p. m. I can’t make it after all.

W :No problem. How about the same time two days after that?

M : That works perfectly. (1)

Text 2

W :Congratulations on the show! Everyone seems to love your paintings. (2)

M: Thank you! I can’t believe how many people have come to see my works. There is even a reporter from the
local newspaper who is planning to write an article about me! I feel like a movie star!

Text 3

M:T've finished making signs for the different recycling bins.

W . Great! And the poster’s all done! This time next week, we’ll be out there teaching local people how to sort their
garbage correctly. (3)

Text 4

M: The article in this morning’s paper made me angry.

W1 felt the same way when I first read it, but the more I thought about it, the more I agreed with it. It’s an
excellent article, (4)
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Text 5

W . Mop up the water on the floor. We don’t want customers to slip and get injured.

M. Got it. By the way. the customers at table five just waved for me to come over.

W . I'll attend to them. (5)

Text 6

M:Jessie, do you think success depends more on natural talent or hard work?

: A great question, Gale! Why do you ask?

:I’ve been practicing nonstop, and I’'m improving. But some others still outperform me. It’s annoying. (6)

:1 hear you. But remember—don’t judge your progress by someone else’s game. Your real competitor is who
you were yesterday.

:So, are you saying that hard work is the only key to success?

:Not exactly. It’s not that simple. Success is a mix of many factors. The most important thing is to keep a
growth mindset and avoid self-limiting beliefs. (7)
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Text 7

M: Are you interested in buying some used books? You can really save money that way. Last week I bought a
physics book for $ 22, a math book for $ 13, and a novel for $ 7. (8)

W . Sounds good.

M: Yes. On the weekend, I will go to the bookstores to hunt for some more.

W:So, I can also sell my used books to students like you.

M:It’s up to you. You know, these things go fast. They are much cheaper than new ones in the bookstores.
Plus, some of them are the ones the library never has. The ones with notes from top students sell fastest. (9)

W1 need a French book and some novels. The former is to review old knowledge and the latter is for winter
vacation, (10)

M: The Street Corner bookstore will sell both kinds. Tomorrow I will help you choose some to buy and some of
your own to sell in the store.

W . Thank you.

Text 8

W . Where did you get all this stuff? It looks like a museum!

M:T'm a collector by passion and profession. I've spent years tracking down rare objects. It started as a hobby
and eventually became my career.

W .Is it a family business?

M: Not quite. But my family history played a role. We moved a lot when I was a kid. I wanted to keep something
from each place so I wouldn’t forget. That turned into collecting and led to this business. (11)

W :T've never learned much about the collecting trade, but I'm fascinated by each piece’s story. Could you share a
favorite?

M Absolutely. Check out these jeans. They're unlike ordinary pairs you'd find in a shop. I once lived near an old gold-

mining town in the U. S., where a famous jeans brand first made jeans for miners. A friend’s grandfather bought
this pair from a museum and gave them to me. They’re original ones from the 1800s Gold Rush era! (12)

W . This everyday item holds so much history!

M This is where my passion truly lies. Every item can carry a story that connects us to the past. (13)

Text 9

:Have you heard, Mindy? They’re bringing in new self-service machines next month,

:Yes, I saw the email from the manager. (14) No more manned checkouts.

: Well, there will still be a few for customers who need help.

: Yes. but most people will probably use the machines. It’ll mean fewer staff on the checkouts.

:Do you think some people might lose their jobs?

:Maybe, but they said they would move staff to different roles, like helping customers with the machines,

stocking shelves, and working at the service desk. (15)

: That makes sense. But what about training? Do we all have to learn how to fix the machines?

:Not exactly. One technician will handle repairs, but we’ll need to know basic troubleshooting. (15)

:So, if a customer’s payment doesn’'t go through, we’'d have to sort it out?

: Yes.

:1 hope customers won’t get upset. Some people don't like using machines.

: That’s why they're keeping some staffed checkouts. But overall, it should speed things up.

;I suppose we’ll have to wait and see. (16)

Text 10

M: Usually, new things bring a sense of excitement to people, but when I first moved to this school four
years ago., I felt like a complete outsider. (17) My grades were poor, and I lacked direction and interest. My poor
mom felt upset because she didn’t know what to do with me!

But over time, with guidance from teachers and classmates, things started changing. Coach Lu saw my
soccer potential. Roy, the guy who’s since become my best friend, helped improve my grades. (18) Eventually, I
even became school council president. But what makes me feel proudest is creating the schoolmate support
program. (19) Community is important, so my duty is to form positive relationships between junior and senior
students. I wouldn’t be graduating today without others helping me to believe in myself. They showed me
everyone has the power to rewrite their stories. It’s never too late to change your life, your interests, or your
path. The key lies in accepting assistance when you need it. ’'m proof that it can completely change your life. (20)
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